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OZ TEMPTATIONS

NEW BOUTIQUE
'WOLGAN VALLEY RESORT & SPA.

Why s it special?
Aluxurious Emirates conservation resor, Wolgan Volley Resort & Spa it i 1,000
scresin an unspoilt valley next o sandstone clifs in the Blue Mountains. Its 40
frec-standing, sumptuous suites each have a private pool The Timeless Spa ofers
allnatural reatments; there’ lso a gym and tennis courts. Dining can be silver
ore casual, and there’s acces 1o an excellent cllar

Where i t?
Outin the wilds, beside two national parks, three hour’drive west of Syley. s
peaceful and calm, but fyou do wish t keep in contact with the outside world, fear
ot cach site offers satelt TV, roadband and Fod docks.

Boutique bonuses?

“The resortis commilted to the area's il thousands of native trees have been
planted. Guestscan take an boriginal tour, g0 n a ildife wlk, orride horss.
Downside

s along way from a shoppin
The detals:

The resortopensin October,with suites from ASLYS0 (£940) per i
including some actvites, with discountsforsays of three of more nights.
For detals g0 to wwemirsteshotelsesorts.com

FANTASY IN ADELAIDE ISLAND HOPPING
Celebrating ts 5th birthday tis year The Whitsunday Islands are Australa’s
is one of Austrlia's most delightfully own Caribbean - 74 ainforet-clad
uirky hotels the Thomgrore Manor, ropicalsls offring whitesand beaches.
onthe outskirsof Adelide. Designed and swaying palms beside the Greal

like  antasy caste, with towers and Barrie Reef. The bestway 1o sce ther
turets, it offers gueststotal privacy is on a mini cruise and Barefoot Cruises
with separate entrances and gourmet, ofers a variety of essels inluding a
onganic in-room dining. Each room restored square rigge,schooner and

~ mixing baroque and contemporary expediton-syle cruise ship. Each
designs i totally individul. The enise ofers time for snorkelling and
hotel, which has a spa and other leisure  exploing A three-night cruise costs
facilities close by, ofers total escapism, from AS995 (£450)per person sharing
but with moder convenicnces and aroom on the square igger o AS1750
discrcet service. Rooms costfrom (€544)pp on the crise ship. Includes.
AS720 (£347) per i meals,snorkelling and ishing gear
wwwslh.com/thomgrove. wwwbarcloolruises.com.au

TASSIE TEMPTATION
‘The graceful county estateof Quamby Homeste
Tasmania, has  colourful colonial history dting back
10 1525, You can rela in the draving roorn with  glass
of wine from the neighbouring Tamar Vally vineyards
afera game o the private, park ke golf course. Nine
rooms have been lovingly restored as uxurious guest
rooms, with six more o follov this summer while
Tusmanian heritage
architect s recreating the
wings and outbuildings.

When Westcld shopping cenre
opened in west London las auturmn,
many ofus wondered how it would

been a great success. Prhaps s
becansse Westield is an Australian
company; we know they don't give
up easiy. The Oz influence extends
1o the shops, too, with several Down.
Under designers fatured. Leona
[ ———

Guests can visit ncarby arts
and crats shops, learn o
y-fish ortourcliffs and

fans, has e own store,pls there's
caves. This being Australa, SHOP WITH BETTY AND MISS SHIRLEY abranch of quirky accessories

the service s relaxed and Melbourne,recognised s the Australian capital of culture and sport, v —

chcerful. Adouble superior s dhe place forintimate hotels, acosy café festyle and inspiring shops. [/ SRS RS

Foom costs rom AS125 (£60) Betty and Miss Shire offer  quirky way o se tsdelightful bo Australian Designerofthe Year)

per person, two sharing. o Hidden Secres Tour of eclectic fashion stores in chauffeur- has a boutique

including breakfust driven vintage Sitis Fat. Bety advises on abricsforyour home snd [ RARRRGRNEI R TR
wats ar optional. Miss Shirley il elp pick vintage frocks. The half-doy Vintage Outing (R NSRRI

wwwquambyestae.com Tour, with tes, s AS215 (£115)per person. wwwiddensecretsours.com

From nature to culture, everything you need to know about what’s hot Down Under is at www.australia.com
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o many people do you know who have been o Al traveling Denwn Under hasnever been easiee o more
Austrain snd ssid they would't o back? Noawe  comfortble, Quntas, Emirses and Singapore Aiines hive all
i thinkcso. Al in his vat courtry you  aopted the rermarkall new ASS0 supertners, giving a wider
could spend everyday forthe rest of your i chuce of lases and arc. There ae excllon deals, especilly

liscovering something new. Butthe main ressons hat mostin busancss class, while Qunas has aunched a premiun

people yearn o eturn o Australiaare more itanglble. s the  economy class that ffrs  great combinaton

spithe posiiity  the way s stresses take a back seat - of comfort and vale

and sty there. Visiting Ausiralia s ejuvenating experience and many say
Your boutique hotel may be st in a vaterall-washed they bring back a calmness:afresh ake o Hi: a e

Finfores. Spa tratments could inlve soaking in mincral i resobe to cmbrace opportunitcs.

‘wates under the tars n the Outback. And how bout sampling, s it sbouttme yor ined thera?>

Seafood us you it barefooton an idlic sandy beach?
The naton's ich aleidoscope o experinces causes some

people o think of i asan “ultimate” destination when time i

ot an ssue. The scre o enfeying the couniy s 0 selec

range of things tht you wish 0 do over a wo- ortree-week.

holidy: Vet hvays remernber that yor can go bock.

Pure bis:foat oy at Wrotham Park Lodge,north Quoansind.

esh tyke and barefoot lusury. Formany mre,visit www.ausralia.com




